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Ottawa, 19 December 2019                  Ottawa, 19 décembre 2019 
 

Ladies and gentlemen, 
 

 

On behalf of the Executive 
Committee of your Association we 
take this opportunity to wish our 
membership as well as all 
members of the Royal Canadian 
Medical Service family: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Happy Holiday, Merry 
Christmas and Best Wishes 
for the New Year 2020”. 

 
 

 

This past year has definitely been 
an exciting year that saw the 
advancement of ideas and an 
overall increase in the awareness 
of the Association and what we do. 

 

 

It has been our pleasure serving 
you all and we look forward to 
seeing new ideas from the 
membership and we intend to 
canvas for more involvement in 
the new year. 

Mesdames et messieurs, 
 

 

Au nom du Comité de direction de 
votre Association, nous désirons 
profiter de l’occasion pour 
souhaiter à tous nos membres ainsi 
qu’à tous les membres de la grande 
famille des services de santé 
militaires canadiens : 
 
 

 

” Joyeuses Fêtes, Joyeux Noël 

et nos meilleurs souhaits 

pour l’année 2020!” 
 
 

 

L’année qui s’achève a été très 

stimulante et a donné lieu à 

d’intéressants échanges d’idées et a 

résulté en un intérêt accru envers 

notre Association et pour tout ce 

que nous faisons. 
 

Ce fut notre plaisir d’être à votre 

service et nous espérons recevoir de 

nombreuses suggestions de la part 

de nos membres.  Nous allons 

d’ailleurs vous contacter à ce sujet 

d’ici peu.



Together we can continue 
building this fine organization as 
well as encouraging both serving 
and retired members to celebrate 
the Canadian military medical 
history and traditions including 
fostering comradery and esprit de 
corps in various ways. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You for your continued 
support and ongoing 
membership in the RCMSA. 

 

 

Note: Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) will be in February 2020; 
more information to follow. 

 

 

You will find below a message 
to our Association from the 
Surgeon General of the CAF: 

Ensemble, nous allons continuer à 

améliorer notre organisation et à 

encourager, tant les membres en 

service que les anciens des SSFC, à 

célébrer l’histoire et les traditions 

des services de santé miliaires 

canadiens sans oublier de favoriser 

la camaraderie et l’esprit de corps 

sous toutes ses formes. 
 
 

 

Nous tenons à vous remercier de 

votre soutien en tant que 

membre de l’ASSRC. 
 

Nota : L’Assemblée générale 

annuelle (AGA) aura lieu en février 

2020; les détails suivront. 
 

Vous trouverez, plus bas, le 

message transmis par le Médecin 

général des FAC à notre 
Association :

 

-------------------------------------------        
Holiday Message from the 

Surgeon General 
 

The holiday season is upon us once 

again, a time for celebration and 

reflection. I would like to send my 

best wishes to all of the members of 

the Royal Canadian Medical Service 

Association and share a few 

thoughts with you. 
 

It has been another busy year for 

the Canadian Forces Health Services 

Message du temps des fêtes du 
Médecin général 
 

La saison des fêtes est à nouveau 

arrivée, un moment de célébration et 

de réflexion. J'aimerais adresser mes 

meilleurs vœux à tous les membres 

de l’Association du Service de santé 

royal canadien et partager avec vous 

quelques réflexions. 
 

Ce fut une autre année bien remplie 

pour le Groupe des Services de santé



Group, during which we have 

continued to advance our Health 

Services Modernization strategy. In 

the critical area of combat casualty 

support, we have achieved notable 

milestones this year with the 

establishment of a permanent 

forward aeromedical evacuation 

capability and expansion of the 

blood programme to include freeze 

dried plasma. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Canadian Forces population is 

evolving to better reflect the 

increasingly diverse Canadian 

people. The appointment of a 

Women’s Health Advisor herald’s 

new steps to better support a 

rejuvenated Canadian Forces. Also, 

enhancements to the Electronic 

Health Record are underway to help 

us monitor and adapt health care 

delivery to evolving patient need. 

This year we introduced electronic 

physiotherapy notes, a new 

software system for pharmacy 

management, and we have 

digitization of the medical processes 

for enrolment. 

des Forces canadiennes, au cours de 

laquelle nous avons continué de faire 

progresser notre stratégie de 

modernisation des Services de santé. 

Dans le domaine critique du soutien 

aux blessés de combat, nous avons 

franchi cette année des étapes 

importantes avec la mise en place 

d'une capacité permanente 

d'évacuation aéromédicale avancée 

et l'élargissement du programme 

sanguin pour y inclure le plasma 

lyophilisé a froid. 
 

La population des Forces canadiennes 

est en évolution pour mieux refléter 

une population canadienne de plus en 

plus diversifiée. La nomination d’une 

Conseillère en santé des femmes 

annonce de nouvelles étapes pour 

mieux soutenir les Forces 

canadiennes rajeuni. Ainsi, des 

améliorations au dossier de santé 

électronique sont en cours pour nous 

aider à surveiller et à adapter la 

prestation des soins de santé à 

l'évolution des besoins des patients. 

Cette année, nous avons introduit les 

notes électroniques de 

physiothérapie, un nouveau système 

logiciel pour la gestion des 

pharmacies, et nous avons numérisé 

les processus médicaux pour le 

recrutement.



 

Our own personnel landscape is 

also evolving. Review of the Medical 

Officer occupation has led to the 

introduction of Emergency 

Medicine specialists, and the overall 

cadre of medical specialists is set to 

grow considerably over the next 

five years, in support of more 

robust operational capability. The 

needs of the Health Services Officer 

and related occupations – nursing, 

pharmacy and health care 

administration - will be the subject 

of our next study in the New Year, 

as will the Medical Technician 

occupation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lastly, we have begun 

implementing the new Integrated 

Governance Framework drawing on 

the best practices of modern health 

system governance and enterprise 

risk management. This will place 

our headquarters on the best 

possible foundation to balance 

clinical and resource management 

in support of the future Defence 

mission. 

Le paysage de notre personnel évolue 

également. L’examen formel de la 

profession de médecin militaire a 

conduit à l'introduction de 

spécialistes en médecine d'urgence, 

et le nombre global de médecins 

spécialistes devrait augmenter 

considérablement au cours des cinq 

prochaines années, à l'appui d'une 

capacité opérationnelle plus solide. 

Les besoins de l'officier des 

opérations des services de santé et 

des professions connexes - soins 

infirmiers, pharmacie et 

administration des soins de santé - 

feront l'objet de notre prochaine 

étude au cours de la nouvelle année, 

tout comme la profession de 

technicien médical. 
 
 

 

Enfin, nous avons commencé à 

mettre en œuvre le nouveau cadre de 

gouvernance intégrée en s'appuyant 

sur les meilleures pratiques de 

gouvernance moderne du système de 

santé et de gestion des risques 

d'entreprise. Cela placera notre 

quartier général sur la meilleure base 

possible pour équilibrer la gestion 

clinique et des ressources à l'appui de 

la future mission de la Défense.



 

I would also like to take the 

opportunity to congratulate the 

RCMSA on a very productive 2019, 

in particular the very welcome 

launch of the new Educational 

Bursary and the introduction of a 

new Commemorative Coin. I am 

also happy to see that other 

activities have not slowed down, 

including regional social activities 

and the popular RCMSA website. 
 

I am very pleased that collaboration 

between the RCMS and the RCMSA 

has continued to grow. Your 

participation in the 50th  Anniversary 

celebrations for 5 Field Ambulance 

and in the 2 Field Ambulance 

reunion helped make these events 

true family affairs. I am also grateful 

for your participation in the 

Historical and Memorabilia working 

group and in collaborating with us 

and with the Royal Canadian Dental 

Corps Association to ensure proper 

recognition of medical and dental 

personnel by the National Military 

Cemetery at Beechwood. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The CF Health Services Group and 

the RCMS Association should be 

Je profite également de l'occasion 

pour féliciter l’ASSRC pour une année 

2019 très productive, en particulier le 

lancement très apprécié de la 

nouvelle bourse d'études et 

l'introduction d'une nouvelle pièce 

commémorative. Je suis également 

heureux de constater que les autres 

activités n'ont pas ralenti, notamment 

les activités sociales régionales et 

votre site Web populaire. 
 

Je suis très heureux que la 

collaboration entre la SSRC et l’ASSRC 

ait continué de croître. Votre 

participation aux célébrations du 50e 

anniversaire de la 5e Ambulance de 

campagne et à la réunion des anciens 

membres de 2 Ambulance de 

campagne a contribué à faire de ces 

événements de véritables affaires 

familiales. Je suis également 

reconnaissant de votre participation 

au groupe de travail sur l'histoire et 

les souvenirs et d'avoir collaboré avec 

nous et avec l'Association du Corps 

dentaire royal canadien pour assurer 

la reconnaissance appropriée du 

personnel médical et dentaire par le 

cimetière militaire national de 

Beechwood. 
 

Le Groupe des services de santé des 

FC et l'Association SSRC devraient



proud of what they have 

accomplished this past year. As we 

prepare to enjoy time with friends 

and family, I wish you all a very 

happy Holiday season! 
 
 

 
Andrew Downes, OMM, CD, QHP, MD, 
Major General 
Surgeon General 
Canadian Armed Forces 

être fiers de ce qu'ils ont accompli au 

cours de la dernière année. Alors que 

nous nous préparons à passer du 

temps avec des amis et la famille, je 

vous souhaite à tous de très joyeuses 

Fête 
 
 

Andrew Downes, OMM, CD, QHP, MD, 
Major- général 
Médecin général 
Forces armées canadiennes

 
 

What have we been up to since 
last news in June 2019? 

 
 
 

 

RCMSA Educational Bursary 
 

Successful launch of The RCMSA 
Educational Bursary and 
successful awarding to the 
2019 Recipient 

 

“Congratulations Ms. Lillian 
Lamarche of Albert Bridge Nova 
Scotia. 

 

RCMSA Commemorative Coin 

Qu'avons-nous fait depuis le 
dernier bulletin de juin 2019 ? 
 
 

 

Bourse d'études de l'ASSRC 
 

 

Lancement réussi de la bourse 
d'études de l'ASSRC et attribution 
de la bourse au récipiendaire de 
2019 
 

 

"Félicitations, Lillian Lamarche 
Albert Bridge, N-É, Canada » 
 

 

Pièce commémorative 
de l'ASSRC

 

 



Successful launch of our new 
commemorative coin. To date we 
have distributed 330 new coins. 

 
 
 

The 2019 RCMSA Commemorative 
Coin was designed to honour all 
members of Canada’s military 
medical services, past and present, 
for their contribution to the 
Canadian Armed Forces and their 
service to Canada. This magnificent 
coin can be yours for a minimum 
$20.00 donation. 

 

 
 
 

Your donation goes to help 

support the activities of the 
Royal Canadian Medical Service 

Association. 
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc. 
ca/2019-rcmsa-coin/ 

Lancement réussi de notre nouvelle 
pièce commémorative. À ce jour, 
nous avons distribué 330 
médaillons. 
 

La pièce commémorative 2019 de 

l’ASSRC rend hommage à tous les 

membres des services médicaux 

militaires du Canada, passés et 

présents, pour leur contribution aux 

Forces armées canadiennes et leur 

service au Canada.  Ce magnifique 

médaillon peut être le vôtre pour un 

don minimum de 20,00 $. 
 

 

Votre don servira à soutenir les 

activités de l'Association du 

Service de santé royal canadien 
 

https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.c 

a/2019-rcmsa-coin/

 
 

Regional Event Financial 
Support Sponsorship of CFMS / 

RCMS reunions / Get togethers; 
 

The RCMSA was pleased to 
participate financially in the 
amount of $300 (maximum 
authorized by our by-laws) in 
support of the ceremonies 
surrounding the following events: 

 

• 50th  anniversary of 5 Field 
Ambulance, including the 
Grand Ball and Gala; 

Soutien financier aux événements 
régionaux 
Parrainage de réunions du SSFC / 
Réunions, Rencontres du SSRC; 
 

L'ASSC a eu le plaisir de participer 
financièrement un montant de 300$ 
(maximum autorisé par nos 
règlements administratifs) pour 
soutenir les cérémonies entourant 
les événements suivants : 
 

• le 50e  anniversaire de la 5e 

Ambulance de campagne, 
dont le Grand Bal et le Gala.

https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/2019-rcmsa-coin/
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/2019-rcmsa-coin/
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/2019-rcmsa-coin/
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/2019-rcmsa-coin/
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/2019-rcmsa-coin/
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/2019-rcmsa-coin/
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/2019-rcmsa-coin/


• 2 Field Ambulance Meet & 
Greet held in August 2019 at 
the Base Curling Club 
Garrison Petawawa; and 
https://www.cmfmag.ca/ve 
teran/2-field-ambulance- 
alumni-gather-for-reunion- 
welcoming-rwanda- 
veterans/?fbclid=IwAR1vSv 
TWyuSoZ7lqjosjUujGiJp- 
_pSkYqXDcbiwRgDN7q0PRy 
gspK2tqOg 

• Réunion de la 2 e  ambulance de 
campagne tenue en août 2019 
au Club de curling de la BFC 
Petawawa ; et 
https://www.cmfmag.ca/vete 
ran/2-field-ambulance- 
alumni-gather-for-reunion- 
welcoming-rwanda- 
veterans/?fbclid=IwAR1vSvT 
WyuSoZ7lqjosjUujGiJp- 
_pSkYqXDcbiwRgDN7q0PRyg 
spK2tqOg

 

 

• Ottawa CFMS / RCMS 
Retired and Serving 
Members Get Together held 
at Barrhaven Legion in 
November 2019 
https://www.royalcdnmedi 
calsvc.ca/wp- 
content/uploads/2019/12/ 
2019-Barrhaven- 
Gathering.pdf 

 

Note: Upcoming Event 
• 14 Wing Greenwood will be 

hosting the 53rd Annual 
Atlantic Curling Medspiel 
from 6 to 8 March 2020.  We 
are very excited to be 
reaching our 53rd 
Anniversary year of this 
Curling event.  They are 
anticipating a substantial 
turn out of former and 
current Medical/Dental 
personnel. 

• Ottawa : Rassemblement 
SSFC/SSRC Barrhaven 14 
novembre 2019 
https://www.royalcdnmedica 
lsvc.ca/wp- 
content/uploads/2019/12/2 
019-Barrhaven-Gathering.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Note : Événement à venir 
- La 14e Escadre Greenwood 
sera l'hôte du 53e tournoi 
annuel de curling de 
l'Atlantique du 6 au 8 mars 
2020.  Nous sommes très 
enthousiastes à l'idée de 
célébrer le 53e anniversaire 
de cet événement.  Nous 
prévoyons une participation 
substantielle du personnel 
médical et dentaire, ancien et 
actuel.

https://www.cmfmag.ca/veteran/2-field-ambulance-alumni-gather-for-reunion-welcoming-rwanda-veterans/?fbclid=IwAR1vSvTWyuSoZ7lqjosjUujGiJp-_pSkYqXDcbiwRgDN7q0PRygspK2tqOg
https://www.cmfmag.ca/veteran/2-field-ambulance-alumni-gather-for-reunion-welcoming-rwanda-veterans/?fbclid=IwAR1vSvTWyuSoZ7lqjosjUujGiJp-_pSkYqXDcbiwRgDN7q0PRygspK2tqOg
https://www.cmfmag.ca/veteran/2-field-ambulance-alumni-gather-for-reunion-welcoming-rwanda-veterans/?fbclid=IwAR1vSvTWyuSoZ7lqjosjUujGiJp-_pSkYqXDcbiwRgDN7q0PRygspK2tqOg
https://www.cmfmag.ca/veteran/2-field-ambulance-alumni-gather-for-reunion-welcoming-rwanda-veterans/?fbclid=IwAR1vSvTWyuSoZ7lqjosjUujGiJp-_pSkYqXDcbiwRgDN7q0PRygspK2tqOg
https://www.cmfmag.ca/veteran/2-field-ambulance-alumni-gather-for-reunion-welcoming-rwanda-veterans/?fbclid=IwAR1vSvTWyuSoZ7lqjosjUujGiJp-_pSkYqXDcbiwRgDN7q0PRygspK2tqOg
https://www.cmfmag.ca/veteran/2-field-ambulance-alumni-gather-for-reunion-welcoming-rwanda-veterans/?fbclid=IwAR1vSvTWyuSoZ7lqjosjUujGiJp-_pSkYqXDcbiwRgDN7q0PRygspK2tqOg
https://www.cmfmag.ca/veteran/2-field-ambulance-alumni-gather-for-reunion-welcoming-rwanda-veterans/?fbclid=IwAR1vSvTWyuSoZ7lqjosjUujGiJp-_pSkYqXDcbiwRgDN7q0PRygspK2tqOg
https://www.cmfmag.ca/veteran/2-field-ambulance-alumni-gather-for-reunion-welcoming-rwanda-veterans/?fbclid=IwAR1vSvTWyuSoZ7lqjosjUujGiJp-_pSkYqXDcbiwRgDN7q0PRygspK2tqOg
https://www.cmfmag.ca/veteran/2-field-ambulance-alumni-gather-for-reunion-welcoming-rwanda-veterans/?fbclid=IwAR1vSvTWyuSoZ7lqjosjUujGiJp-_pSkYqXDcbiwRgDN7q0PRygspK2tqOg
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The Medspiel has quite a 
history; it was held at CFB 
Cornwallis for the first 25 
years then it was moved to 
14 Wing Greenwood when 
CFB Cornwallis closed in 
1993.  This event is eagerly 
awaited by both avid and 
novice curlers alike.  It 
provides an excellent 
opportunity for old friends to 
reminisce while bringing a 
respite from Old Man Winter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“These sponsorship's assist in 
the maintaining and promoting 
esprit de corps and visibility of 
Association.” 

 
 
 

 

Canadian Military Medical 
Virtual Museum 
The Association launched a stand- 
alone Canadian Military Medical 
Virtual Museum 

 

https://www.canmilmedmuseum. 

com/exhibits/ 

Le Medspiel a toute une 
histoire ; il a eu lieu à la BFC 
Cornwallis pendant les 25 
premières années, puis il a été 
déplacé à la 14e Escadre 
Greenwood lorsque la BFC 
Cornwallis a fermé ses portes 
en 1993.  Cet événement est 
attendu avec impatience par 
les amateurs de curling, qu'ils 
soient avides ou novices. 
C'est une excellente occasion 
pour les vieux amis de se 
remémorer les souvenirs tout 
en prenant une pause de 
l’hiver. 

 

 

“Ces parrainages 
contribuent au maintien et 
à la promotion de l'esprit de 
corps et de la visibilité de 
l'Association.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Musée virtuel de la médecine 

militaire canadienne 
 

L'Association a lancé un musée 
virtuel de la médecine militaire 
canadienne. 
 

https://www.canmilmedmuseum.c 

om/exhibits/

https://www.canmilmedmuseum.com/exhibits/
https://www.canmilmedmuseum.com/exhibits/
https://www.canmilmedmuseum.com/exhibits/
https://www.canmilmedmuseum.com/exhibits/


RCMSA & RCDCA National 
Military Cemetery Letter 

 

 

A fully supported joint submission 
letter has been made to the 
Surgeon General by the RCMSA and 
RCDCA with respect to the use of 
the CFMS and CFDS titles on 
National Military Cemetery 
(Beechwood) headstones. 
Submission is currently at the 
Directorate of History and Heritage 
level. More to follow. 

 

 

RCMS Historical Committee 
 

 

Active representation and 
participation in the newly formed 
Committee / Working Group 

 

 

RCMSA Facebook and Website 
 

Successfully maintain these two 
important sites which ensures and 
assists in promulgating valuable 
recognition of RCMS and RCMSA 
Members successes, honours, 
awards and notification of Medical 
Family "In Memoriam" 
announcements etc. 

 

Canadian Paramedicine 
Magazine 

 

Continued offering of member 
discounts to the Canadian 
Paramedicine Magazine (See 
Annex A) 

ASSRC & ACDRC Lettre au 
Cimetière militaire national 
 

 

Une soumission conjointe par l'ASSRC 
et l'ACDRC a été supportée par le 
médecin-général concernant 
l'utilisation des titres SSFC et SDFC sur 
les pierres tombales du Cimetière 
militaire national (Beechwood). Le 
tout est actuellement au niveau de la 
Direction de l'histoire et du 
patrimoine. Plus à suivre. 
 

 

Comité historique du SSRC 
Représentation et participation 
actives au sein du comité/groupe de 
travail nouvellement formé 
 
 

 

Facebook et site Web de l'ASSRC 
Maintien de ces deux sites 
importants qui assurent et aident à 
faire connaître les réussites, les 
distinctions honorifiques, les prix, 
les annonces "In Memoriam" , etc. 
du SSRC et des membres de la 
ASSRC. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Canadian Paramedicine Magazine 
 
 
 

Rabais aux membres pour la revue 
''Canadian Paramedicine". 
(Voir l'annexe A)



RCMSA Executive Secretary- 
Treasurer 

 

Your Association is looking for a 
member with administrative and 
financial skills who is able and 
willing to assume the role of 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer. 
This position will have 
responsibility for day-to-day 
administrative and financial 
management of the Association. 
As an ex officio member of the 
Executive Team the Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer is not 
required to be an elected 
Association Director. 

 

Have you seen ………….. 
 

RCMSA Project history: 

https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc. 

ca/about-us/current-interest/ 

Secrétaire de l'ASSRC 
 

Votre association est à la recherche 
d'un membre qui possède des 
compétences administratives et qui 
est disponible et volontaire pour 
devenir le Secrétaire de l'ASSRC. Le 
Secrétaire est également un des 
directeurs de l'Association et un 
membre actif de l'équipe de 
direction.  Cette nomination est 
sujette à l'approbation des 
membres lors de la prochaine AGA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Avez-vous vu .... Projets de 
l’ASSRC: 
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.c 
a/about-us/current-interest/

 

Have you seen … 
 

 

Check the “Bulletin” tab for new 
posts which may be of interest 
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc. 
ca/7803-2/ 

Avez-vous vu .... 
 

 

Consultez l'onglet "Bulletin" pour 

les nouveaux messages 

susceptibles de vous intéresser 
 

https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.c 

a/7803-2/

https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/about-us/current-interest/
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/about-us/current-interest/
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/about-us/current-interest/
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/about-us/current-interest/
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/7803-2/
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/7803-2/
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/7803-2/
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/7803-2/


Books that may be of interest to 
membership: 

 

 

• One of our own medical 
family, Derrick Nearing is 
about to have his second 
book published. Well Done 

      Congratulations Derrick.   
 
 

 

“Walking Them Home” 
 

 

https://www.derricknearin 
g.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ox9hgI 
RYtZ7m2M-ZyASFykjgua- 
qncmu41e3W_W6E9F8M0C 
D4K3FD_XU 
(See Annex B) 

 

 

• On 11 November 2019 
(Remembrance Day), author 
and retired naval officer 
William Dziadyk published 
his historical non-fiction 
book “S.S. Nerissa, the Final 
Crossing: The Amazing True 
Story of the Loss of a 
Canadian Troopship in the 
North Atlantic”.  The 
embarked troops included 
nine personnel of the Royal 
Canadian Army Medical 
Corps (and about 30 army 
ambulances).  Eight medical 
personnel perished during 
the sinking. We will not 

      forget.  (See Annex C)   

Livres susceptibles d'intéresser 
les membres : 
 
 

 

• l'un des membres de notre 
famille médicale, Derrick 
Nearing, est sur le point de 
publier son deuxième livre. 
Félicitations, Derrick. 

 

 

« Walking Them Home » 
https://www.derricknearing. 
com/?fbclid=IwAR3ox9hgIRY 
tZ7m2M-ZyASFykjgua- 
qncmu41e3W_W6E9F8M0CD 
4K3FD_XU 
(Voir l'annexe B) 

 

 

• Le 11 novembre 2019 (jour du 

Souvenir), l'auteur et officier 

de marine à la retraite William 

Dziadyk a publié son livre 

historique de non-fiction. “S.S. 

Nerissa, the Final Crossing” 

The Amazing True Story of the 

Loss of a 

Canadian Troopship in the 

North Atlantic ".  Les troupes 

embarquées comprenaient 

neuf membres du Corps de 

santé royal de l’armée 

canadienne (et environ 30 

ambulances de l'armée).  Huit 

des membres du personnel 

médical ont péri pendant le 

naufrage. (Voir l'annexe C)

https://www.derricknearing.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ox9hgIRYtZ7m2M-ZyASFykjgua-qncmu41e3W_W6E9F8M0CD4K3FD_XU
https://www.derricknearing.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ox9hgIRYtZ7m2M-ZyASFykjgua-qncmu41e3W_W6E9F8M0CD4K3FD_XU
https://www.derricknearing.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ox9hgIRYtZ7m2M-ZyASFykjgua-qncmu41e3W_W6E9F8M0CD4K3FD_XU
https://www.derricknearing.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ox9hgIRYtZ7m2M-ZyASFykjgua-qncmu41e3W_W6E9F8M0CD4K3FD_XU
https://www.derricknearing.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ox9hgIRYtZ7m2M-ZyASFykjgua-qncmu41e3W_W6E9F8M0CD4K3FD_XU
https://www.derricknearing.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ox9hgIRYtZ7m2M-ZyASFykjgua-qncmu41e3W_W6E9F8M0CD4K3FD_XU
https://www.derricknearing.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ox9hgIRYtZ7m2M-ZyASFykjgua-qncmu41e3W_W6E9F8M0CD4K3FD_XU
https://www.derricknearing.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ox9hgIRYtZ7m2M-ZyASFykjgua-qncmu41e3W_W6E9F8M0CD4K3FD_XU
https://www.derricknearing.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ox9hgIRYtZ7m2M-ZyASFykjgua-qncmu41e3W_W6E9F8M0CD4K3FD_XU
https://www.derricknearing.com/?fbclid=IwAR3ox9hgIRYtZ7m2M-ZyASFykjgua-qncmu41e3W_W6E9F8M0CD4K3FD_XU


 
 

Remembering and 
Honouring Our Royal 
Canadian Army Medical 
Corps (RCAMC) Veterans 

 

(See Annex D) 
 
 
 

 

In Memoriam 
 

 

In memory of members of the 
medical family who have passed. 
Please see: 

 

https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc. 
ca/news-and-events/1- 
personnel/passages/ 

 
 
 

Thank You for your continued 
support and ongoing 
membership in the RCMSA. 

 
 

 

A friendly reminder to be so 
kind and consider renewing 
your membership for 2020. 
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc. 
ca/about-us/membership/ 

À la mémoire des anciens 
combattants du Corps de 
santé royal canadien (CSRC) 
et en l'honneur de ceux-ci 
 

(Voir l'annexe D) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

À la mémoire 
 

En mémoire de nos militaires de la 
grande famille médicale qui sont 
décédés prière de voir: 
 

https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.c 
a/news-and-events/1- 
personnel/passages/ 
 

 

Nous tenons à vous remercier de 

votre soutien continu en tant que 

membre de l’ASSRC. 
 
 

 

Un rappel amical de ne pas 

oublier de renouveler votre 

adhésion pour 2020. 
 

https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.c 

a/about-us/membership/

https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/news-and-events/1-personnel/passages/
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/news-and-events/1-personnel/passages/
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/news-and-events/1-personnel/passages/
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/about-us/membership/
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/about-us/membership/
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/news-and-events/1-personnel/passages/
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/news-and-events/1-personnel/passages/
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/news-and-events/1-personnel/passages/
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/about-us/membership/
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/about-us/membership/


 

“Happy Holiday, 
Merry Christmas 
and Best Wishes for 
the New Year 
2020”. 

 

“Joyeuses Fêtes. 

Joyeux Noël et nos 

meilleurs voeux pour 

l’année 2019!”

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Militi Succurrimus” 
 

The Executive / La Direction 
Royal Canadian Medical Service Association 

Association du Service de santé royal canadien 

 

Website: Site web: 

http://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca 

president@royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca

http://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/
mailto:president@royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca


https://canadianparamedicine.ca/subscribe  
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CANADIAN PARAMEDICINE 

SPECIAL DISCOUNT OFFER FOR 

ROYAL CANADIAN MEDICAL SERVICE ASSOCIATION MEMBERS 
 

• One-year print subscription, Coupon Code: DND1YearPrint; cost $30 
plus GST 

•  One-year online subscription, Coupon Code: DND1YearOnline; cost 
$22.50 plus GST 

•  One-year print/online dual subscription, Coupon Code: 
DND1YearDual; cost $45 plus GST 

• Two-year print subscription, Coupon Code: DND2YearPrint; cost 50 
plus GST 

•  Two-year online subscription, Coupon Code: DND2YearOnline; cost 
$40 plus GST 

•  Two-year print/online dual subscription, Coupon Code: 
DND2YearDual; cost $75 plus GST 

 

 
 

Please note: This is a special offer for RCMSA Members only. 
 

Coupon Codes and RCMSA Membership numbers are required to obtain 

RCMSA discounted subscription rates. Here’s the link to the main Canadian 

Paramedicine website page: 
 

https://canadianparamedicine.ca 
 

In the top right part of the page you’ll see a link for Subscribe/Renew … 

that’s where to go to place an order. 
 

The direct link to it is:

https://canadianparamedicine.ca/subscribe
https://canadianparamedicine.ca/


https://canadianparamedicine.ca/subscribe  

. 
 

 
 

Special Thank You to Canadian Paramedicine publisher and staff for this 

great offer and opportunity to purchase/subscribe to Canadian 

Paramedicine Magazine. 
 

CANADIAN PARAMEDICINE (offert en anglais seulement) 
 
 

OFFRE SPÉCIALE DE RÉDUCTION POUR “LES MEMBRES DE L'ASSOCIATION 

DU SERVICE DE SANTÉ ROYAL CANADIEN” 
 
 

•  Une année d'abondement en format papier, Code promo: 
DND1YearPrint; coût $30 plus TPS 

•  Une année d'abondement en ligne, Code promo: DND1YearOnline; 
coût $22.50 plus TPS 

•  Une année d'abondement en ligne et en format papier, Code promo: 
DND1YearDual; coût $45 plus TPS 

•  Deux années d'abondement en format papier, Code promo: 
DND2YearPrint; coût 50 plus TPS 

•  Deux années d'abondement en ligne, Code promo: DND2YearOnline; 
coût $40 plus TPS 

• Deux années d'abondement en ligne et en format papier, Code 
promo:  DND2YearDual; coût $75 plus TPS 

SVP veuillez noter: Ceci est une offre spéciale pour les membres ASSRC 

seulement. 
 

Les codes promos et les numéros de membre ASSRC sont requis pour 

obtenir les tarifs d'abonnement réduits de l'ASSRC. Voici le lien vers la page 

principale du site Web de Canadian Paramedicine: 
 

https://canadianparamedicine.ca 
 

Dans la partie supérieure droite de la page, vous verrez un lien pour 

Abonnez-vous / Renouvelez ... c'est où vous devez aller pour passer une 

commande. Le lien direct vers celui-ci est:

https://canadianparamedicine.ca/subscribe
https://canadianparamedicine.ca/
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In July of 1994, Leading Seaman Derrick Nearing, a military medic, is 

urgently deployed to Rwanda, a country he has never heard of, sent on a 

mission halfway around the world that will colour the rest of his life. In the 

previous months, Rwanda has lost forty percent of its seven million people,



 

either murdered or fleeing for their lives to neighbouring countries to 

escape the Interahamwe and genocide. The mission for Derrick and his 

fellow soldiers is simple: to help the reconnaissance team secure the 

ground, vehicles, and materials needed to establish a hospital facility. Once 

this is accomplished, 247 soldiers will join them from Canada, on a 

humanitarian mission to assist the people of Rwanda in the wake of the 

genocide. The mission, dubbed Operation Passage, will help refugees walk 

back from Goma, Zaire, to return to their towns, villages, farms, and cities 

all over Rwanda. The Canadians will set up rest, water and food points, and 

medical aid stations along the major highway into the country. As the 

Rwandans return, the Canadian men and women will come to witness the 

horrific aftermath of a genocide and an abysmal stain on the United 

Nations and the nations of the world that didn’t act when it was so 

desperately needed. Based on Nearing’s daily journal entries, Walking 

Them Home: A Soldier’s Journey in Postwar Rwanda, is an intimate view of 

one soldier’s journey from initial optimism and excitement at being sent to 

help in a faraway land, to a slow descent into PTSD and depression from 

the nightmarish memories he cannot escape. 
 

Derrick Nearing is a retired Petty Officer who served 13 years as a Field 

Engineer in the Primary Reserves, followed by another 22 years in the 

Canadian Forces Medical Branch as a Medical Technician and Physician 

Assistant. His military career included missions to Somalia, Rwanda and 

Bosnia where, as a Medic, he witnessed the brutal results of war and its 

impact on local civilian populations. As a Physician Assistant, he would 

deploy to Afghanistan as medical support to front line combat troops, 

caring for the deadly and devastating injuries resulting from improvised 

explosive devices. Two decades of bearing witness to trauma and suffering 

saw Derrick eventually leave the military with PTSD, depression and other 

physical injuries. In Walking Them Home: A Soldier’s Journey in Postwar 

Rwanda, he attempts to share personal and intimate details from the 

journal he kept throughout his time deployed. His first book, Anchor of My 

Heart: Memories of a Cape Breton Childhood was published in 2017. He 

presently lives with his wife, Maureen, and their children, Hannah and 

Reilly, in Pembroke, Ontario.
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On 11 November 2019 (Remembrance Day), author and retired naval 
officer William Dziadyk published his historical non-fiction book “S.S. 
Nerissa, the Final Crossing: The Amazing True Story of the Loss of 
a Canadian Troopship in the North Atlantic”.  The embarked troops 
included nine personnel of the Royal Canadian Army Medical Corps 
(and about 30 army ambulances).  Eight of the medical personnel 
perished during the sinking. 

 
The details of the sinking of the S.S. Nerissa were highly classified 
until almost 50 years after the event.  The tragic loss of this ship on 
30 April 1941 resulted in the third largest loss of life for a ship sunk by 
U-boats in the approaches to the British Isles.  The deaths of 81 
Merchant Navy seamen, 98 Canadian, British and Norwegian troops, 
11 American Air Transport Auxiliary (ATA) pilots and 17 civilian 
passengers touched not only Canadian families at the time, but also 
many families in the United Kingdom, Norway and the neutral United 
States.  This book focuses on the events which led up to the sinking 
by U-552 (Erich Topp) and the resulting public relations dilemma on 
the Canadian home-front.  Also included are eyewitness accounts 
from many of the survivors and some stories of those who 
perished.  Much of the material is based on the analysis of testimony, 
recollections and official reports taken from survivors, as well as 
declassified Canadian, British and German documents. 

 

The book (and readers’ reviews) are available on the Canadian 
Amazon site https://www.amazon.ca/dp/1704113822 

 

and on the US Amazon site https://www.amazon.com/dp/1704113822 
 

Thank you, 

William Dziadyk 

Ottawa

https://www.amazon.ca/dp/1704113822
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1704113822
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Remembering and Honouring Our 

Royal Canadian Army Medical 

Corps (RCAMC) Veterans 
 
 
 
 

 

MWO George Hunter MacMillan, RCAMC 
 

Enlisted March 1940 

Acting Corporal August 1940 

Acting Sergeant March 1941 

Sergeant May 1941 

Acting Staff Sergeant Sept. 1941 

Staff Sergeant December 1942 

Acting WOII February 1945 

WOII May 1945 
 

 

March 1940   Ward Orderly 

May 1940 – Dec. 1940 Operating Room Assistant 

December 1940 – October 1942 Lab Assistant 

November 1942 – February 1943 WOII Ward 

Master 

 
The MacMillan family know that he was in United 
Kingdom, then went to France, then in Belgium 
(Brussels) though not sure of the timeline. 


