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The Sinking of the Canadian Hospital Ship
HMHS Llandovery Castle

June 27, 2018 marked the 100th anniversary of one of the most tragic events in Canadian military
medical series history the sinking of the HMHS Llandovery Castle by a German U-Boat. The
attack killed 234 people, including 94 Canadian Army Medical Corps personnel comprised of five
Medical Officers, 14 Nursing Sisters, one Chaplain, five NCOs (one Dispenser, one Ward master,
three Medical Orderly NCO’s) and 61 Medical Orderlies




The Event

One of the more controversial events during the Great War was the sinking of the Canadian
Hospital Ship Llandovery Castle by a German submarine, U-86, on 27 June, 1918. The ship was
returning to England after having brought Canadian casualties back to Halifax, Nova Scotia. Being
a Hospital Ship, 1t was clearly 1dentified as such with a brightly illuminated Red Cross, was
unarmed and running with full lights. On board, the crew consisted of one hundred and sixty-four
men, eighty officers and men of the Canadian Army Medical Corps, and fourteen nurses, a total of
two hundred and fifty-eight persons.

According to the Hague Convention, an enemy vessel had the right to stop and search a Hospital
Ship, but not to sink it. U-86 made no attempt to search the ship, but rather torpedoed it

The above painting was done after the disaster, no doubt to emphasize the bright hospital
markings which were obvious to the U-boat captain. The German submarine U-86 torpedoed and
sank the well - marked hospital ship, which had been carrying civilians, nurses, and wounded
soldiers, off the Irish coast. The attack killed 234 people, including 94 Canadian Arny Medical

Corps personnel.




Even though the Llandovery Castle sank within ten minutes, a number of boats were lowered
successfully and the ship was abandoned 1n a calm and efficient manner. Three boats ultimately
survived the sinking of the vessel undamaged and proceeded to rescue survivors from the water.
They were interrupted by Patzig, who intercepted the boats and started interrogating crew
members to obtain proof of the misuse of the hospital ship as an ammunition carrier. When no
proof could be obtained, Patzig gave the command to make clear for diving and ordered the crew

below deck.

Patzig, two officers (Ludwig Dithmar and John Boldt) and the boatswain’s mate Meissner stayed on
deck. The U-boat did not dive, but started firing at and sinking the life boats to kill all witnesses
and cover up what had happened. To conceal this event, Patzig extracted promises of secrecy from
the crew, and faked the course of U-86 in the logbook so that nothing would connect U-86 with the
sinking of the Llandovery Castle.

Only one lifeboat survived the attack. It was picked up by the destroyer Lysander on the morning
of 29 June, 36 hours after the attack Twenty four people survived the attack on the lifeboats,
mcluding six members of the Canadian Army Medical Corps. All 14 Nursing Sisters on board lost

their lives.

After the war, the British mitiated a War Crimes trial against the officers of U-86. The
commander, Helmut Patzig could not be found and was never brought to trial. The two other
officers, Ludwig Dithmar and John Boldt were tried and convicted. The men were sentenced to 4
years of hard labour, but escaped while underway to the prison. It is unclear if they were ever

recaptured, but it 1s certain that they never served more than four months.

The following document is recommendrd should you wish to learn more about this tragic event:

e Massacre of Canadian Armv Medical Corps personnel after the sinking of HMHS

Landovery Castle and the evolution of modern war crime jurisprudence, Jay Doucet MD,
Greg Haley MD, Vivian McAllister MB, Canadian Journal of Surgery, Vol 61, No. 3, June
2018



https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/CJS-LLandovery-Castle.pdf
https://www.royalcdnmedicalsvc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/CJS-LLandovery-Castle.pdf
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Ceremony of Remembrance

Capt Colwill strikes 2-bells for the

_ _ Nursing Sisters lost
Col Putnam, Chaplain, Canadian

Forces Chaplain Service, delivers
prayers.

MCpl Robitaille strikes 2-bells for the
NCMs lost

LCol Brierley speaks on behalf of the
Nursing Officers




Emcee Capt Gaylene Archer

e
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BGen Andrew Downes, Surgeon General and

Commander Canadian Forces Health Service Group,

delivered closing remarks




The ceremony was attended by many serving and former members of Canada’s

military medical services.

Former Surgeon General MGen Bernier, QHP
and BGen Downes HMHS Llandovery Castle

Commemoration Ceremony
participants (L-R) LCdr Toth, Capt
Colwill, MCpl Robitaille and Cdr Haley




His Majesty’s Hospital Ship Llandovery Castle
Maurice Randall IWM ART 5605

In memory of the 86 persomnel of the C.A.M.C. lost to enemy actionon 27 Jume 1918,
by the sinking of HMHS Liandovery Castlewhile under the protection of the Geneva Conventions

Royal Canadian Medical Service Association, 27 June 2018




CARRY

Victory Bonds — Carry On!

LAC C-005792

In memory of HMHS Liandovery Castle, sunk by U-86 on 27 June 1918,
with a loss of 86 medical persormel, including 14 Nursing Sisters.
Her name became the rallying cry of the Canadian Corps during the final 100days of the War to End All Wars

Nursing Sisters Association, 27 Jun 2018




Victory Bonds — Will Help Stop This

CWM 19850475-04

In memory of the Canadian chaplain, medical officers, msing sisters, medical orderlies, andthe British merchant seamen,
234 souls lost while engaged in humanitarian service aboard HMHS Liandovery Castle, swnk by U-86 on 27 June 1918

— the worst tragedy suffered by the hospital ship service of any nation dwring the Great War of 1914-1919

Officers of the Royal Canadian Medical Service, 27 June 2018




Former Surgeon General RAdm (ret) CJ Knight and
HCol MM Lange, Colonel Commandant RCMS

BGen Savard and RCMS CWO Leahy

Col (Retd) Giselle Fontaine and Cmdre Rebecca Patterson




Poster Display

The following page present the posters on display during the commemoration ceremony
capture in pictures and words the magnititude of the Llandovery Castle sinking.




The Ship

Union-Castir Line East Armican Steamer“LLANDOVERY CASTLE (160609 1ons )
1

Postcard view of SS Llandovery Castle, 1914: 3 new Meaditerranean passenger liner

Postcard viewof HMHS Liandovery Castle, 1917: as Canada's largest hospital ship

The loss of HMHS Llandovery Castie by enemy action in 1918 was thefinal straw for allied hospital ships. Solitary
voyages underthe protection of the Geneva Conventions wasdiscontinued. Thereafter, they were re-designated
His Majesty’s Ambulance Transports, painted grey and integratad into the armed convoy system.
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The Llandovery Castle trag;;; dum‘i—r:ated western news throughout July 1918, and again during the Leipzig Trials in 1921, when the U-
tg:;ttain escaped to South America to avoid justice and his lieutenants pleaded that they were only following orders and truly believed
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The Propaganda

THE
WAR ON HOSPITAL SHIPS

WITH NARRATIVES OF EYE-WITNESSES
AND
BRITISH AND GERMAN DIPLOMATIC
CORRESPONDENCE

BECOND AND REVISED EDNTION

HARPER & BROTHERS PUBLISHERS
NEW YORK AND LONDON
isis

The enemy’s “War on Hospital Ships” had been ongoing since 1915
account from 1918 was published before some of the greatest loses,
inciuding the sinking of HMHS Liondovery Costie and HMAT Woarildo.

I

The siniing of HMHS Liondovery Costle added fuel to 3 propaganda war that began in 1915 and intensi-
fied through the final year of the war 3s desperate enemy engaged more in more in uncestricted warfare.

During the great alied offensive that made up the last 100 days of the war, and for which the Canadian
and Australian corps formed the “tip of the spear” for the British Imperial forces, the Uandovery Castie
was a rallying cry, and was chosen as the code word to lsunch the offensive along the Amiens front.




SERVICE NO.
co

21/C
MO

MO

MO
Head Nurse
Nurse
Nurse
Nurse
Nurse
Nurse
Nurse
Nurse
Nurse
Nurse
Nurse
Nurse
Nurse
Nurse
Chaplain

SERVICE NO.
34408
2098951
33653
50972
823269

SERVICE NO.
536451
421053
536234
33281
02568
524309
524507
526511

"T'he Nominal Roll

Lost to Enemy Action

NAME OF OFFICER
MacDonald, Thomas Howard
Davis, Gustavus Mitchell
Enright, William James*
Leonard, Arthur Vincent
Sills, George Luther

Fraser, Margaret Marjory "Pearl”
Campbell, Christina

Douglas, Carola Josephine
Dussault, Alexina

Follette, Minnie Asenath
Fortescue, Margaret Jane
Gallaher, Minnie Katherine
McDiarmid, Jessie Maud
McKenzie, Mary Agnes
McLean, Rena Maud (ARRC)
Sampson, Mae Bella

Sare, Gladys Irene

Stamers, Anna Irene
Templeman, Jean

MacPhail, Rev. Donald George

NAME OF NCO

Evans, Herbert Parry
8rown, Daniel

Jackson, William
Bonnell, Hugh

Dawson, William Albert

NAME OF MEDICAL ORDERLY
Anderson, John

Angus, Hubert Tyndall

Baker, Albert

Barker, Frank

Bentley, John Arthur

Bloomfield, John Wilfred Burgess
Bristow, James Frederick William*
Carter, Neville Raymond Stevenson

RANK
Lieutenant Colonel
Major

Captain
Captain
Captain
Acting Matron
Nursing Sister
Nursing Sister
Nursing Sister
Nursing Sister
Nursing Sister
Nursing Sister
Nursing Sister
Nursing Sister
Nursing Sister
Nursing Sister
Nursing Sister
Nursing Sister
Nursing Sister
Honorary Captain

RANK

Staff Sergeant
Sergeant
Corporal
Lance Corporal

Lance Corporal

RANK

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private

HOME

Port Hawkesbury, NS

Welland, ON

Port Daniel, QC
Toronto, ON
Tweed, ON

New Glasgow, NS
Victoria, BC
Straw River, MB
Montreal, QC
Ward's Brook, NS
Montreal, QC
Ottawa, ON
Ashton, ON
Toronto, ON
Souris, PEI
Simcoe, ON
Montreal, QC
Saint John, NB
Ottawa, ON
Cayuga, ON

HOME
Montreal, QC
Ottawa, ON
Saskatoon, SK
Quebec City, QC
London, ON

HOME

Sudbury, ON
Winnipeg, MB
Saint John, NB
Brandon, MB
St.-Lambert, QC
Fort William, ON
Kamloops, BC
Montreal, QC




962
536231
536448
536023
526671
536282
536338
418883
50879
523897
645609
50946
522922
535505
770053
33354
33079
536276
524248
406310
6815
535449
195880
526600
526674
2098858
536277
644511
213383
467562
81693
1350
525545
50089

Cates, William Frederick
Clark, Frederick

Clark, William

Cowie, Walter

Curtis, John Henry

Daley, Kenneth

Duffie, David William
Dunlop, Alexander Livingstone
Eaton, John (MM)

Elsley, Harley Clifton
Falconer, Robert Douglas*
Foley, James Benedict®
Gemmel, Wilfred Howie
Goldberg, Myer Philip
Hannah, James

Harlock, Mathew Henry
Harris, Bertram D'Arcy
Harrison, Harry

Harvey, George Edward
Hoskins, Clifford Hugh
Isaac, Sidney*

James, Wilfred Lawrence
Kelly, Robert Carman
McDermott (aka Murray), James Henry
McAnally, Frederick Leo
McDonald, Leonard Hugh
MacPherson, Edward Moore
Nash, George Edward
O'Neil, Norman Robert*
Pateman, John Cooper*
Patton, Herbert Arthur*
Pollard, Frederick Davie
Porter, John

Purcell, John Arthur

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private

Private

Wimbledon, England
Saint John, NB
Saint John, NB
Perth, ON
Montreal, QC
Saint John, NB
Fredericton, NB
Williamstown, ON
Vancouver, BC
Vancouver, BC
Saskatoon, SK
Charlottetown, PEI
Wallaceburg, ON
Glasgow, Scotland
Toronto, ON

Staffordshire, England

Gaudhurst, England
Marysville, NB
Winnipeg, MB
Castle Cary, England
Parry Sound, ON
Kingston, ON
Havelock, ON
Morrisville, VT
Fredericton, NB
Cornwall, ON
Marysville, NB
Midland, ON
Paquette, ON
Edmonton, AB
Dudalk, ON
Winnipeg, MB
Calgary, AB
Portugese Cove, NS




524579 Renyard, Alfred Private Grand Prairie, BC
523324 Richards, Percy Private Edmonton, AB
525169 McGarry (aka Rogers), John Private Carleton Place, ON
910940 Roseboro, Kelby* Private Davidson, SK
536477 Sacre, Walter Bramwell Private Marysville, NB
644708 Sanders, Victor Private Mt. Brydges, ON
527999 Sanders, Walter Harry Private Hamilton, ON
536403 Sanderson, Robert Andrew Private Woodstock, NB
862726 Sayyae, Frederick Jacob Orville Private Toronto, ON
536249 Scribner, Clement George Private Saint John, NB
524307 Shipman, Lewis Private Winnipeg, MB
527654 Smith, Ernest Crosby Private Toronto, ON

3676 Smuck, David Radcliffe Private Sarnia, ON
536315 Spittal, John Albert ivor Private Cold Brook, NS
400171 Steen, Robert Alexander Private Calgary, A8

51098 Sutherland, Harvey* Private Victoria, BC
536236 Williams, Frank Chandler Private Fredericton, NB
530063 Williams, Robert Private Medicine Hat, AB
527674 Wilson, Andrew Private Glasgow, Scotland

Survivors of the Sinking

SERVICE NO. NAME OF SURVIVOR RANK HOME

MO Lyon, Thomas Major Creston, BC
528654 Knight, Arthur Acting Sergeant London, ON

69 Pilot, william Robert* Private Montreal, QC
522907 Cooper, Frederick William Private Penhurst, England
536288 Hickman, George Robert Private Saint John, NB
536437 Taylor, Shirley Kitchner Private Saint John, NB




T'he Survivors

Mzj T. Lyon (LAC PA-0O5EQ, crop) Sgt A. Xnight {LAC PA-007471, crop)

Major Thomas Lyon MD (left) and Sergeant Arthur Knight {right), two of the 24 survivors, in their hospital beds. In 1921 Lyon travelled thousands of miles from
Victoria to Leipzig, arriving 3t the last minute to defiver damning testimony. Knight was the only survivor of the nursing sister’s boat, and watched helplessiy as they

bravely “faced the terrible ordeal of certain death”. Sergeant Knight later served at the College Street Military Hospital in Toronto until his discharge in March 1919




The Medics
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William F. Cates, Formerly Civic
Employe, is Missing.

William F. Cates, formerly of the
Clvlc Sewers Department, who was
on the hospital ship Llandoyery
| Castle, which was attacked by & sub-
marine off the Irish coast, Is among
the missing.

Mr. Cates, who is an Englishman,
was employed as a clerk for about
three years prior to enlisting. A por-
tion of his education was secured at
Wyclitfe College. In the spring ‘of
1915 he joined No. 4 Universfity Hos-
pital Corps, which was under-the
command of Lieut..Col. Roberts, and
went overseas a few months later.
He was at Saloniki uatil the spring
of 1917, when he seturned to Eng-
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SIXTH TRIP ON “CASTLE”

Pte. Ernest Smith, CAM.C. Had

THOUGHT TO BE DEAD

Three Years' Service. Pte. Hannah Was Ordered to Report
M

One of the C. c e
Pt Sy h(u ngrlng I? the !u::le: Hospital

was Pte. Ernest Smllh wno enlisted

Pte. James Hannah, whose wife
resides at 943
Dundas street W.,
wus a member of
the hospital staff

over three YeATs ago, n
ing In France for elghteen moathe
At the end of that time he was not
in ¢he best of health, and was ex-
changed for service at sea, It was
his sixth trp on the Liandovery
Castle, but he had never had an op-
portunity to come o Toronto to
vislb his parents. His father, Mr.
Thomas Smith, lives at 2249 Gerrard
st. east, and there is one unmarried
sister At home, Miss Annie Smith.
Mrs, Smith died about four months
AR Mrs. Hall, another d-uxmm
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Private John Eaton, of Vancouver, had won the Military

while serving with No. 3 Canadian Field Ambulance.
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NURSE VICTIMS OF HUN.

Major Gustavus M. Davis, reported

. to have been on

- voat, s

doctor,

graduated

H from tho Univer-

N sity of Toronto In

g 1901, He went

@ >verseas with the

tirst Canadian

contingent, and

arter serving with

i the R. AL ML C. in

France was placed

Maj. G. M. Davis on a medical
board in London. He later volunteer-
ed for hospital work, according to
Col. E. B. Hardy, D.S.0., of tho Base

Capt Still was at first
reported saved, but

Hospltal, Toronto. * I sadly this proved false.

Nursing  Sister Mae Sampson,
Duntroon, Ont., was ose of the
nurscs on the Liandovery Castle who
2. ., Her mother and her
cousin, who live at 7 Baker avenue,
Toronto, received a letter from her
from Halifax, stating that aho waa
muu overseas on this particulae

t

LCol T.H. Macdonald, MD

N/S Anna Stamers visited with
Commanding Officer

her family in Saint John, NB be-
fore the doomed return voyage.

Miss Sampson was a graduate ol
the Hamilton City Hospltal, and en-
listed at the outbreak of the war

e first draft of

Saloatkl,
on leave Christmas. After
duty at Orpington Hospital last win-
tes sho was transferred to the llan.
dovery Castle.
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Rev. D.G. McPhail, right, the
hospital chaplain, was a man
of “resolute action”. He had
served 26 months in France
ministering to the men of
the 6th and 12th Canadian
Infantry brigades, before
being attached to No. 10.
Canadian Field bul
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Cayuga, Ont.—In R::I Church a
memorial window has n placed In
memory of the pastor, Capt. the Rev.
Donald MacPhall, drowned on the
haapital ship Lland ry Castle.

Two patients relaxing on deck, snug
and
well-attended by medical orderlies.
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The Momuments

Tablet 2 ists CAMC personnel The Halifax Memorial (courtesy Commonwesith War Graves Commission)

The Halifax Memorial, facing the harbor mouth from Point Pleasant Park, was erected by the Commonweaith War Graves Commission. It commemarates the
3267
Canadian and Newf: diand sailors, soidiers, merchant seamen and nursing sisters who died at seain the two world wars and have no known grave. One of its 18
plaques bears the names of the 84 CAMC perscnnel from HMHS Ligndowvery Costle, whose bodies were never recovered from the sea. Two meore areremembered
on the Hodybroox Memerial, Souﬂ'wnptotl Enéand The chaplsin Rev. D.G. MacPhai has 3 monument 3t Lampaul Churchyard, lle D'Ouessant, Beittany.
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Tower Hill Memorial: Situated near Trinity Square Gardens, London, the Tower Hill Memoria! carries the names of over 12,000 merchant
seamen lostin the Grest War, including 145 who went down with the sinking of HMHS Liondovery Costle.




Commemoration Ceremony

Halifax
20 June 2018




Commemorating the 100th Anniversary of the sinking of the HMHS Llandovery
Castle,
a Canadian Hospital Ship
by
Lt(N) Krista Ryan, Nursing Officer
1 Canadian Field Hospital, High Readiness Detachment Halifax

On June 20th, 2018, a ceremony was held on the Halifax waterfront at The Last Steps Memorial
Arch to commemorate the 100th Anniversary of one of the most notable Canadian Naval disasters
of the First World War, the sinking of the Canadian hospital ship HMHS Llandovery Castle while
enroute to Liverpool, England.

On June 27th, 1918, The
Llandovery Castle hospital ship was
torpedoed by a German U-86
submarine on the order of the ship’s
Captain, Helmut Patzip. Various
online historical accounts indicated
that the ship sank within ten minutes
of being struck, and the life boat that
carried the 14 Nursing Sisters was
pulled into the whirlpool vortex as
the ship descended below the
surface. All 14 Nursing Sisters lost
their lives in the tragedy.

During the ceremony held on the Halifax waterfront, retired nurses of the Nursing History Nova
Scotia organization attended in their civiian nursing uniforms and capes, which dated back to
1953. LCol Sheila MacLean, Commanding Officer, and CWO Greg McDonald Unit Chief of
Canadian Forces Health Services Center Atlantic, as well as 1 Canadian Field Hospital High
Readimess Detachment Commander, Maj Sharon Higgins, were in attendance along with 5 other
currently serving Nursing Officers from CFB Halifax.

During the ceremony, LCol MacLean discussed how today’s serving CAF Nursing Officers are
working outside the roles which were once considered traditional. She highlighted how Nursing
Officers are embedded in civilian hospitals maintaiming the more traditional bedside role, but are
also filling key senior leadership positions within Canadian Health Services Group and beyond.
LCol Maclean believes what has not changed over the past century is the dedication and
commitment of military nurses to their patients as seen in day to day work, and in military
operations.




Members of the Nursing History Nova Scotia organization (Victoria General Hospital), and a
currently serving Canadian Forces Nursing Officer stood to represent each of the 14 Nursing
Sisters that perished in this tragedy. Each nursing representative was given a red rose as roses were
a symbol for the losses of the Great War before the poppy was adopted as a symbol of
remembrance in 1921. In turn, each nurse walked the pathway of the brow through The Last
Steps Memorial Arch' and placed the rose into the harbour.

The Llandovery Castle tragedy from the Great War was nearly forgotten. In an effort renew
awareness of the controversial event that took place 100 years ago, a new opera has been written
about the sinking of the ship and in remembrance of the Nursing Sisters that lost their lives on
June 27th, 1918. It debuted in Toronto on June 26th, 2018.

' The arch commemorates where thousands of Canadian men and women took their last steps as they embarked on
ships to Europe during the First World War.
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